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1 fruit_avg ¢« function(dat, pattern) { 1 Filter
2 cols « grep(pattern, names(dat))
3 mini_dat <« dat[ , cols] No variables have been created.
4 message("Found ", ncol(mini_dat), " fruits!")
5 rowMeans(mini_dat)
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Start a conversation with Posit Assistant to
analyze data, create visualizations, write
code, and more.
Posit Assistant is a data-science centric Al
agent. It has the capability to read, analyze,
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results, as Al assistants can sometimes
produce incorrect code. R 4.6.1 started.
>
Q Run feda-log to log your data
exploration progress and get
suggested next directions.
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What about Al? papranse)mue

POSIT ASSISTANT @3

@ Posit Assistant is an Al agent 9 5
geared towards the needs of data

scientists. @

Available in Positron and RStudio (ana . .
the terminal). Posit Assistant

Start a conversation with Posit Assistant to analyze
data, create visualizations, write code, and more.

https://assistant.posit.co/

Posit Assistant is a data-science centric Al agent. It
has the capability to read, analyze, and modify your

https://positron.posit.co/ai-features.html data, as well as execute arbitrary code on your

behalf. Always verify results, as Al assistants can

sometimes produce incorrect code.


https://assistant.posit.co/
https://positron.posit.co/ai-features.html

If you're confused ...
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» A brief and biased history of Posit
data science agents, June 2026 blog
post by Joe Cheng
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» Posit Assistant is the current thing

e Positron Assistant and Databot are
T T I ——— older, now-superseded things

A brief and biased history of Posit data science agents

Wheat we learned from Positron Assistant and Databot

&g Joe Cheng


https://opensource.posit.co/blog/2026-06-11_history-of-posit-data-science-agents/
https://opensource.posit.co/blog/2026-06-11_history-of-posit-data-science-agents/

onfigure a provider (or multiple providers)

Configure Language Model Providers
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project, or something else? | see you have C J@ Export as JSON Authentication
notes open, so happy to dig into those if tha' ¢ OAuth

mo) Export as Markdown

Import Conversation Sign out

Get started with Posit Assiflant instantly via a free trial of Posit Al, a managed Pervice that provides
O both Posit Assistant and

access to frontier LLMs throud ingle account. Posit Al provides acce

Next Edit Suggestions.

By using Posit Al, you agree to the Posit EULA, Posit Al Terms of Service, and Privacy Policy.

(D Setup instructions

Your use of Posit Al is optional and at your sole risk.

() About

If you don't have existing provider access, try the
free trial of Posit Al. Sign up at posit.ai/.

GitHub Copilot is also free for students.


https://posit.ai/
https://docs.github.com/en/copilot/how-tos/copilot-on-github/set-up-copilot/enable-copilot/set-up-for-students

Within a provider, you can access different models
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Configure LLM providers
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Models can operate at different thinking levels

Thinking level
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Some of my practices for using Al tools

* | only use the chat interface and never the inline completions (Next edit suggestions = NES).
o Start a new conversation often with /clear.

* Create more persistent memories and longer story arcs with AGENTS.md and a workplan
file, perhaps via /plan.

* | do not /yolo. | tolerate a lot of friction. Don't really see the point of having agent fly ahead
of me. "Normal" or /auto mode works for me.

» Reference a workspace file or folder by @ mention.

* | do very little configuration, as | don't care to maintain all of that meta stuff. If you don't
maintain it, it can actually degrade performance!



Good blog posts to develop understanding

* Hadley Wickham's substack Tidy design principles®

* Whatis an agent?

 Your LLM can't math (and that's ok)

* A coding agent is six functions in a trenchcoat

* Help! My coding agent can run code

e Etc.

* The name does not reflect the content very well!


https://tidydesign.substack.com/
https://tidydesign.substack.com/p/what-is-an-agent
https://tidydesign.substack.com/p/your-llm-cant-math-and-thats-ok
https://tidydesign.substack.com/p/a-coding-agent-is-six-functions-in
https://tidydesign.substack.com/p/help-my-coding-agent-can-run-code

Stay tuned!

R & Al session coming on Thursday



